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married a Spanish lady, Dona Carolina Coronado. After
having ceased to be connected with the diplomatic service, he
remained in Spain on account of his wife, who could not make
up her mind to migrate to the far-away United States. I have
reason for believing that, although his social position in Madrid
was very agreeable, he never ceased to pine for his native land,
and, when the news of the great conflict in America came, he
eagerly longed for an opportunity to make himself useful in
the service of his government. No fitter man could have been
found for the position that was given him. He spoke and wrote
Spanish as fluently and correctly as his native tongue. He had
a large knowledge of Spanish ways of thinking and politics,
and personal acquaintance with all the public men of impor-
tance, and was generally respected. There was nothing pro-
fusely demonstrative in the manner in which he received me,
hut a warmth of sincerity which I instantly felt. My first con-
versations with him satisfied me that I could have the fullest
confidence in his ability as well as in the genuineness of his
devotion, and that confidence was never betrayed in the slightest
degree during the time we worked together. I say " we worked
together," for our relations soon became those of co-operation
and official comradeship. I have never known a more sincere
and zealous patriot, a warmer and more trustworthy personal
friend in the position of an official 'subordinate, and a more
watchful and efficient servant of his government. It was
sometimes pathetic to observe how the yearning created by his
long involuntary separation from his country inflamed his de-
sire to serve it in its hour of peril. After my return to America
I was grieved to hear that he had some troublesome disagree-
ments with one of my successors in office, Mr. John P. Hale,
who, I apprehend, in some way greatly underrated Mr. Perry's
true value. Not many years later it was Mr. Perry's sad fate
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